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PREFACE 


READER 


—AWas the deſire of Sir Denys Hampſon, High 

Sheriff of the County cf Buckingham, 
that I ſhould Preach and Print the enſuing 
Sermon, wherein I very plainly acquaint- 
ed the Honourable Audience that heard 
it, with my thougths of a Sacred !Text, and a Chriſtian 
Duty. 

Giely that worthy Gentleman jude'd it might be ſome- 
what nſeſul to promote in others that affeFionate Loyalty, 
wherein he is ſo Eminent and ſo Exemplary : And I deſgn 
it ſhould ; being fully convinc'd, that an humble Obedi- if; 
ence, and a hearty Love to the King, is under our duty | 
to God, the beſt and ſtrongeſt Link to joyn ws together in 
that Peace I here recommend, 

Recommend it inaced I may, Curats of Souls can do no 
more, the honour of the Succeſs is due tothe Divine Grace, 
and to the Care and Vigilance of Civil Magiſtrates, They 
are the true and the moſt perſuaſtue Preachers of the Publick, 
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Peace : for their Words have a ſtrong efficacy by that Pow. 
er and Iiereft which they have in the World : And now, 
as the Caſe lies, People want more to be Govern'd than to 
be Inſir:»Ged, for woat concerns their faithfulneſs and 
ſubmiſj.on to their Rilers. 

More hath been ſaid for Leyalty within theſe laſt Hit 
dred Years, by the Clergy of this Church, than can be feind 
in all forzzer Ages united together. The Jeſuites anc the 
Sed ries made it neceſſary, by all ſorts of Arguments and 
ReAlcns, to ajjert and preſs that Duty, which Natural and 
C:rijtian Religion bad fully tany ht our Fore-fathers. Now 
the matter is Exhauſied, and where Demonſtration anc! 
Exhortati-ns can't prevail, Aithority muſt works They 
that will not be perſuadcd to be peaceable and good Sybjedis, 
muſt be Chaſtis d,and reſirained by Laws and M rgiſtrates, 

If they that are truſted with the adminiſtration of -ub- 
Ich Fuſtice, have courage and honeſty enough to be Impartial, 
we ſee, thanks be to God, that they can better work on turby - 
lei Spirits,then the bejt of Books or Sermons which are nci- 
tier heard nor heeded by them that Iove and abett Conten- 
lions. True Relicion alone makes them Obedient and 
Feaceable,. that are the true Sens of the Church: Others 
11ſt be dealt with by Fear and Government. Such Ma- 
giſtrates as have ſo ſtout ard ſtrong a Zeal, for their 
Prince and Country, as to encourage Loyalty, and to pro. 
cced as far as the Law goeth, againſt ungovernable and ſe- 
ditious Spirits, will make more Proſelztes than all our 
Dijconrſes and Perjuaſtons can do. So that I ſay, under 
the Divine Providence, the ſucceſs of all endeavours for 
Peace, 3s die to them that are in places of Authority,” and 
earneſily uſe their power ſor reducing all Men to Peace and 
Obedicrce. | 

vt thet I would make Ciergymen give over cxhorting 
the Pecple to live in Peace and Chriſtian SubjeTion ;, "tis 
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their indiſpenſable Duty, and part of their Office, as Saint 


Paul appointed, Tit. ;, 1. Put themin mind to be (:b- 
je& to Principalities and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, 
to be ready to every good Work, to ſpeak evil of no 
Man, to be no brawlers but gentle, ſhewing all mcck- 
neſs unto all men. Neither do I count their labour in 
this to be vain, and to no purpoſe. Though ſeoffers ad 


prophane and foohſh men deride Religion, yet it will evcr 


have a very great influence upon the Affairs of this Wo: l.l, 
There is, by our very Nature, a Senſe of it imprejt upon the 
minds of men 5 and they are often led even to deſperate at- 
tempts, by the meer ſhrew, or thepretence of it. 

So we found it by woful experience, in the late Rebellion : 
And (mce, the laſt Critical times made it too manifeſt, that 
Clamonrs about Religion could ſoon enflame the Multitude. 
By them, our Schiſmatical Gu:des had dijpos'd their party 
ready, once more to fight ot the Lords Battels : and the 
major part of the People might have been hurried on to very 
unchriſtian and wiſch.evous Enterprizes, had our Clergy 
either incited then, or but let then al. ne, without reſtrain- 
ing t\c12 with the ſenſe of the fear of God, and other pro- 
pcr Arcuments, 

al is true, the ſame Clergy were more earneſt in preaching 
agan(t., Popery, after the ſudden affrightment which the 
zews of 4 bopitt Plot brought upon the Nation : But that 
was 0 derogation to their Peaceableneſs, and their moſt 
faithful Allegiance, gnd it became then ſo to do, perſuaded 
as they are, that dangerous [;n0vations and Errors have 
been brorght by the Courch of Rome in the Chriſtian Do- 
Grine and Worſhip. Knowing withal, that the Biſhop of 
that Clurch clatias a juriſdiftion over all Kings and all 
Chriſtians, ani hath condemn a ticmu as Rebels that will 
not ſubwunt to his Yoke. {his makes it their duty, at ſome 
limes to injirud their Charge, in tle principal points fa 
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Controverſie, and to alledg their reaſons why the Communion 
of our C hurch is much to be prefer d to that of Rome: And 
the diſcovery of a Popiſh deſign for our Ruine, atteſted, as 
it was, by the higheſt Authority of this Realm, made it ſea- 
fonable and wery requiſit no be more earneſt at that time, 
againſt Roman Errors and Encroachments, 

We know that all the Diſſenters, who make us Popiſhly 
afjeded, wonld blaſt our Credit with the People : And then 
the duties of Loyal and quiet ſnbjetion,and of aſſerting the 
j»ſt Deſcent of the Crown,in that order which God and Nu- 
ture, and cur Fundamental Laws have preſcribed, theſe 
would never have been heeded nor received from us, hat 
we not then declar'd our real averſion to Papal Superſtition; 
and Oſurpations. 

The ſame deſires of Peace and of Obedience to the King 
and the Laws under which we live, engage us equally a- 
gainſt Papiſts and Diſjentcrs. "Tis not their private Opi- 
nions, howevr abſurd i themſelves, that are to be chicfly 
feared: but the tendency of their Principles, and enttea- 
wwnrs to alter the frame of our Government, and to bring 
enr Sovereign under Presbyterian Synods, or Pontifical 
Chairs. Our conſtant Loyalty and peaceable diſpoſition ob< 
lige us to oppoſe either of them moſt earneſtly, who moſt 
preſſeth upon the State, ard is moſt formidable and dan- 
cerons for the preſent. 

Our truly Primitive and Chriſtian Religion doth all poſ- 
{ble ways oblige and engate us, tobetrue, affeFionate and 
ſubjeF, to thoſe great Officers whom God hath appointed to 
be his Vicegerents, to preſerve the peace of the World; we 
have in our publick, Prazers frequent Mementoes and En- 
dearmerts of this Duty, in our moſt ſolemn and devout 
Addreſjes to the Throne of Grace : And a true Member of 
this Church, can never be an ill Subje, Therefore, as 

ity and intereſt oblige Minifiers of Religion, jet and 
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defend the Magiſtrates Power : So, without doubt, the 
ſame reaſons oblige the Maciſtrates to uphold and main- 
tain a Relicion, which beſides its guidance to a everla- 
ſting, is ſo proper and ſerviceable to preſerve the peace of 
the World, and to make Men obedient and happy, whilſt 
they remain in it. 

I know that Chriſtiau Religion was at firſt eſtabliſt and 
continued without the help of Civil Maziſtrates. When 
Miracles were wronght for its Confirmation, and Perſecu- 
tions againſt it deter'd the looſer ſort from its prof*ſſion, 
then very few came in, but ſuch as were true Believers, 
and ſuci. as woul:l ſubmit themſelves to the Diſcipline cf 
the Church. But ſm:ce Chriſtianity became the Religion of 
the Empire, and there were outward inducements to nuke 
even bad Men to become Profeſſors, ſtill to truſt even pre- 
tenders to vent what Opinions they pleaſe, under notion cf 
Preacking the Goſpel : Now that we have ſo many Baptize:l 
Heathen, who aim only at obtaining as much of this World, 
right or wrong, as ever they can, fin to let them cloak 
their deſjgits under the name of Chriſtian Religion, is of 
dangerons conſequence. 


-\ Therewarts of Eternity will ever flrongly affeT Iuriaue 


#inds,and unſt not be ſuffer'd to be plaid with to ferve ſecu 
lar ends. When a cfafty and faftious Demazocue [Fall ter- 
ribly preach Damnation, or in @ milder tone make Saint; 
of his party he to be ſure, will lead them where he will, 
and make them fieht with zcal, for what le calls Goſpel, 
and Godlineſs, We have more than once in this Age kad 
experience of this, to ſome purpoſe, So that belies the 
Puty of Princes, who under God govern the World, it js 
h.ghl, their Intereſt to tolerate no Religion but ſuch as 
zeacketh and dijprjeth their Subjeds to be Peaccable and 
Obedient, and to jubmit therſelves, according to tle Ex- 
amp'e ard abjolute Precepts of our Saviour and his Apo. 


ſiles, It 
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It might as well be ackt, What need Laws and ſcoere In- 
fliticns to maintain Tuſl ice and Vertue, as what need they, 
to preſerve Religion & A /exſe of both, tis true, is irapreſt 
on the Mind, and by the.r oa exccliency they recommend 
thenſcloes : But Humane Natnie 15 depraud, there are 
evil paſſions and ahedions which will diſpoſe ſome mon to 
call Juſtice arid Religion what ever they would have, though 
deſtruttive ani contrary to beth. -So that every wan in 
theſe Fhings, wmjt not be his own Jucg. Aficr having ſeen 
our Royal Martyr taken ana deſtroyed in tis ſnares, after 
having our ſelves latcly ejcapt it azrrovl;, I can find 0 
reaſon, why any Friend to what is Ejtabliſ/t, ſhould juill 
countenarce Diſſenters, and endeavour to ſhelter thewt jrom 
beine reduc'd to Obedience : Except he would have a Back- 
door for a retreat in caſe of Diſcantent : And find a party 
ready-macle wherein he may be formidable, if he happers 
to be arcer d, 

When the Execution of our mildeſt Laws againſt Stpara- 
tijis, woild eaſily bring them into a Church againſt which 
they have but a few frivolous exceptions,and intowhich they 

un come of themjelves upon deſign or occalicn 5 when in 
that Charch they would be taught to love their Governours, 
and be peaceable and good Subjeds, and their ſeparation 
from it is ſeen to be jo dangeroms, and of ſo ill a conſe- 
quence, as jad experience hath tdught us : I carn't think , 
that any man who truly loves the Kine, and would have us 

viet and nnited under his gracious Government, would ei- 
ther help to perpetuate our Diviſions, or refuſe to do his ut- 
moſt to bring us all to comply with the Laws. 

'it is for our good in this World, and if Chriſtianity be 
true, it is infintly our concern in th? next, that we ſhould 
live in Peace and Subjection, under our Magiſtrates : Con- 
ſequenily whatcver names they take, they thai ai or ſpeak 
againſt this, are ſo far enemies to mans Duty and Happi- 
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zieſs. It can be neither a good, nor a tender Conſcience, nor 
any thing of Relicion that makes men Contentiens, and alie- 
nates their minds from that affetionate ſubmiſſion and re- 
ſpeF, which God hath commanded to be paid to Princes. 

I would have this noted, to vindicate our Bleſſed Lords 
himmble and peaceable Inſtitution; for the bottom of moſt of 
our Diſputes, and of all our oppoſtions and murmmurings 
againſt our Governors, is really a fation and a wordly de- 
ſign. There's nithing of Chriſtianity, notling but what is 
againſt it, in all the Noiſes and Clamonrs, the Lyes and 
the L.ibels, and all thebuſtle and proceedings of thoſe jeent- 
ing Zealots, who lately affrighted and aliſt deſtrozed wr. 
Plainly, all this tends in no Jviſe to the delign of Criſtian 
Religion, which is to make mn here like the Go of Good- 
neſe, .and to bring them to live with him for ever, 

But all ;2en have not Faith, There are many who will 
te called Chriſtia::s, who believe net that our Lord Jeius 
Chriſt ſhall Judg the WVorl 1 in Righteouſneſs, and fall jer:- 
terice all men to Joys or Sorrows cternal, accortling as they 
here objcrv'd or diſobey'd his Laws. Such incredulons men 
make. uſe. of Religion to compaſs their worldly defons ; and 
are ſeldom ſo ingennons, as to declare that they ;ntend only 
to be great and rich in this World, and that they regard 
not what our $1viour bath revealed of the retributions of 
the Day of Judewrent. So the Goſpel com's to be charg'd 
with the miſcarriaie of ſuch as believe none of it, but are 
rather its greateſt Enemies. 

Chriſiianity d1ſpoſeth men for Peace, mages thew Enmble 
ard lowly, meck and obedient to their Superiors 5 it is 1r- 
religion ard corrupt Nature ;1a%es them otherwiſc. Hethat 
ſuffers as a t:rb:lent or undutiful Subjeft, as an evil-doer 
or a bulie-bo:'y in other mens Matters, ſuffers rather as an 


QOnbelieter, than as a D:jciple of Jeſus. 
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I do believe that the diſconragements and the ſufferings 
which Religion and good Men that love it, muſt ſirucele 
with here in this World, conduce to the good of the Church, 
and to the glory of God, That oppoſtion they mect with, 
who fear God and honour the King, from Hypocrites and 
turbulent Spirits, gives them an occalion to exerciſe many 
Chriſtian graces, ſhews their ſincerity, and makes them 
more zealons for their duty. But et fain would we ſee 
Jeruſalem i» Proſperity , al our life long! a good and 
pleaſant thing it is, Brethren to dwell together in Unity ! 
Truth and Peace are ſecured and highly promoted, by be- 
ing conntenanc'd and proteged by Magiſtrates : So that, 
as we wiſh and endeavour to have their Power reverenc'd 
and ſubmitted to: we alſo wiſh and pray, and count it a 
mighty Bleſſing, to have it us for our defence, whilſt we 
do our Duty, and for the advancement of true Religion 
and Virtue. 

And may they wever want the hearty Prayers and Afﬀe- 
Tons of good Men, who under God and our gracious S0- 
vercien, are uſeful and inſtrumental, by the execution of 
our wholeſome Laws , to keep us in that happy quietnejs 
we now enjoy : That we may live and die, and afterwards 
reſt in Peace for ever. 


R OM. 


SERMON 


On R ow. xii. 18. 


If it be poſſible, as much as in you lies, live peace- 
ably ph Men. 


O wonder if by Peace the Hebrews under- 
ſtood all forts of Bleflings, and by wiſh- 
ing Peace one to another,meant all Proſpe- 
rity and Happineſs: For the very notion 
which Mcn have of it, includes a freedom 

from Molcſtation, and a fatisfa&tion and acquieſcence 

of deſires; that: no Aſſault or Vexation ſhould come 
upon us from abroad, and that Content ſhould dwell 
within. 

- Accordingly we find that all Men ſeek and deſire 
Peace, even the moſt tur»ulent and reſtleſs earneſtly 
covet.itz thoſe Wars and Contentions, and that mighty 
Buſtle that is in the World, is all to. obtain Peace, 

But men generally are in a great miſtake about this, 
they would have every thing comply with their own 


will; if they mighc command all the Wozld, then 
B they, 


(2) 
they would proclaim Peace to it,and by receiving atri- 
bute of Obedience, they w ou'd releaſe others from the 
trouble of Contention. Thcir great labour for; the 
molt part, is to carry it in every thing, to have their 
Humour pleaſed, and to bring under ſubjettion what= 
ever croſſeth their deſigns. 

As to the thing it ſelf, the worth and deſireableneſs 
of Peace all Men are agreed,” only as to the methods 
and ways how to obtain it, moſt of them are wrong, 
They all know it deſerves their utmoſt endeavours ; 
but how *ris to be had, and wherein it conliſts, few 
only RR 

Of this then, I ſhall aſſay to give ſome account, 
and to explainthe Text, by anſwering fir(t ſome Que- 
ſtions about the Senſe of it. And then muking Jnfe- 
rences, for our better underſtanding and obſerving of 
the Duty, If it Re pe ible, as much as in you lies, live 
peaceably mith all Men. 

To apprehend rightly the defign of this Exhortati- 
on, theſe three things may be enquired into, 1. What 
peace it is this World is capable of? 2. What ir is 
thus to live peaceably with all Men? And laſtly, How 
far it lies in every one foto do? 

For the firſt, The meaning of this Apoſtolick Pre+ 
cept, is not that in all things there ſhould be the cloſeſt 
union, and the moſt tender endearments berwixt our 
ſelves and the reſt of Mankind, We mult not aim at 
this, we ſhould loſe our labour, the World is not ca- 
pable of ſuch a Peace. 

Our Saviour ſaid, That his Do@rine world accafion 
great Diviſions, and that he came to ſend a Surrd, Me-te 
ing with the depravations ot Humane Na: us: and op» 
poſing of them, even the Goſpel of Peac- cauſerh mas» 
ny Contentions, and what ſhould unite Men together, 
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makes them fall out and become Enemies, As lang as 
there' are diſorders a Humane AtﬀeRions, men muft 
fall ſhort of peace, 

Our peace here below, is rather a diſpoſition and a 
tendency towards it, than its full enjoyment : And it 
canfilteth properly, in the fubmifſion of our ſelves to 
God, and a ſerious care to comply with our Duty. 
The foundation of our peace is Self-denialz the being 
humble and fubje&t, as becomes ſuch dependent and 
weak Creatures to be. *Tis not to command all, and 
bave others relign themſelves to us; peace never was, 
never can be obtam'd this way, by any mortal Man, 
except he could became omnipotent. For if he owes 
bis being and his-preſervation to a Power above hin, 
if he hath a Lord in Heaven, then his ſubmifſion and 
obedience are the conditions of his peace, with God, 
with himſelf, and with other Men. 

So peace with God, 1s the reſult of a good Conſci- 
ence. when a Man reflects upon his hearty delires and 
endeavours topleaſ< him, and to approve himſelf to the 
Searcher of Hearts, by a fincere obſcrvance of his holy 
Laws. Peace with a man's {-If, includes mortified 
Aﬀeions kept withia due bounds; the taking up the 
Yoke of Chriſt, and the Coriciouſneſs of a good and 
upright intention. And peace with our Neighbours, 
depends upon the juſtice ad hwvity of our Enter» 
courſe with them; to love tl m as var {clves, and do 
by them as we would be done by; to give to every 
Man his due, and what we can, wiſh aid promote his 
happineſs and well-being. Any ſwerving, or prevae 
rication from theſe Rules preicribed by God, diſturbs 
or breaks our peice; it is grounded upon a careful 
attendance upon our Duty : And it 18 always 1mper- 
fet , becaule our pertormance of it 1s always defe- 
Qive. B» That 


WJ 


(4) 


That peace of which this World is capable, or a 
good Man whilſt he remains in it, is not ſit to above 
others, and - have things at wiſh, without trouble 'or 
moleſtation 3 the aiming at this, is the cauſe of all 
Wars and Diſorders here below. Peace here conſiſts 
in obedience to God, in ſeeking and enſuing after it, 
by eſchewing evil and doing good, as, we are com- 
manded : As men are more or leſs zeal6us and- intent 
upon this, ſo they have more or lcfs of that threefold 
peace I mention, 

As for the perfeCtion of Peace, it zs only for Juſt men 
made perfed 3 'tis the felicity and proper enjoyment of 
the heavenly Jeruſaleyy, Here as much of peace as 
comes to our ſhare, conliſts in aſpiring and endeavours 
ing after it; in following thoſe ways of Vertue and 
Holineſs, which lead to Heaven; and in bearing, by 
true goodneſs, the Image of the God of Peace, in 
whom alone we can obtain perfect reſt and ſatisfacti- 
on. The true peace of which this World is capable, 
is the ſubmitting our ſcives to the Will of God, and 
making it the Rule of ours. 

And this will help us to anſwer the ſecond Enquiry, 
What it is to live peaceably with all Men? Tat it 1s 
not to awe the World into a ſubje&.on to us, and 
make them ſay as we ſay : As ſome Conquerors, who 
could make the very Oracles give ſuch Reſponſes as 
thy pleaſed. The meaſures of Publick Peace muſt 
not, cannot be our own will, nor our own deſires. 

Neither allo 1s peace to be obtain'd by complying 
with every Man. To make our ſclves all things to 
all, without reſtriction, would rather engage us into 
the Quarrels of every one that difſents from others, 
than beget Concord and Umon. What a miſerable 
Chavgcling or Dilſembler mult he be, that would take 


part 
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part with all he meets, in their ſeveral Deſigns and 
Opinions, which are ſo oppoſite and contrary to each 
other! to be of one mind 1n one place, of another in 
the next Company ! This would mightily multiply 
the Follies and Inconſtancies of Men, without pre- 
venting their Conteſts, or their Diviſions. 

Saint Paul did not defign thefe Chriſtian Profe- 
Iytes whom he exhorts to live in peace with all men, 
ſhould with the Cemrtiles Sacrifice to the Idols, or 
with the Jews be Circumciſed, or any -way comply 
with (i::ful Practices, to be at Unity with the reſt of 
Mankind. He no doubt intended, they ſhould with- 
out changivg, remain ſtedfaſt in the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
and own the Truth as it is in Jeſus, without denying 
or diſlembling any part of it. We may ſay that his 
meaning was, I, Thatrkey ſhould be carctul to obſerve 
thoſe laws of Juſtice and Charity, which regulate the 
Entercourſe and Societies of Mankind. And, 2. That 
where they were free, they ſhould. ſo condeſcend and 
comply with each other, as to endeavour to prevent 
Fewds and Contentions, 

Firſt, I fay, tolive peaceably with all men, includes 
the careful obſervance of thoſe Laws which ſecure the 
ju't rights of every man, and provide a ſupply for their 
Neceſlities, Owe no man any thing, but to love one an- 
other; diſcharge all Obligations with Care and Conſci- 
ence. Ir is the violation of Juſtice, the not giving to 
others what 1s theirs, that begets Clamours and Con- 
teſts, and all the conſequent Miſchiefs. Render to al/ 
their dues, Tribute to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtome to 
whom Cuſtome, Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom Ho- 
nour. This is a good foundation for a (vlid peace, for 
a man thus diligently ro acquit himſelt with others; 
to deprivg them of noihing to which they have a _ 
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Title. When they have no ground ta challenge any- 
thing from you, it will go a great way to {ecure you 
from their Moleftations. 

And if with this, you have a due regard to the 
duties of Charity, to do men Kindneſſes, and to re- 
lieve their Wants, as far as lies in your power. By 
your Prayers, your good Advice, your Credit in the 
World, or your bountiful Alms, to promote here their 
well-being, and their Eternal Happineſs; then you 
are come up to thoſe terms on which depends the 
, Amity, and fair Correſpondence of Men; making 
thus the diftates of Reaſon and Religion the meaſure 
of your Entercourſe with others, you may be ſaid to * 
live peaceably with all Men. 

; Only add this further, which I ſaid might be in- 

cluded in this Apoſtolick Precept, that where Men are 
free and left to themſelves, they ſhould condeſcend and 
comply. 

Very manny Quarrels proceed from inconſiderable 
Trifles, things of no moment, but as they are much 
{tood upon by perverſe and unreaſonable Paſſions, the 
fooliſhneſs of a proud, an angry, or a ſtubborn Spirit ; 
a little Prudence, or Humility, or Charity would pre- 
vent ſuch Diſputes : and the ſpirit and temper of true 
Chriſtian Religion, would ſoon compoſe and make an 
end of them. 

If where Men are not tied by Laws and Duties, they, 
would be willing to recede from their Right; not al- 
ways to conſult the utmoſt of what 1s lawtul, but alſo 
' what is expedient; every man to pleaſe his Neighbour 
for good to Edification; go as far with others as they can 
without Sin; condeſend to their innocent Weakneſles 
and Humours : And ſhew forth, out of a good Conver- 
ſation their works with meekneſs of Wiſdom 3, as i Jane 

peaks, 
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ſpeaks, That Wiſdom which is from above, and is pure 
and peaceable, gentle, — to be entreated, full of 
Mercy and good Fruits. This, no doubt, would pre- 
vent, or at leaſt terminate many of our Wranglings 
and Conrentions, And he that will live peaceably, 
muſt alto reſolve upon this, whereit will interfer with 
no other Duty, to yield for Peace ſake, what others 
cannot claim as duet and to forgive and forbear as 
well as to do Juſtice, 

The doing of this, is properly the living peaceably 
with all Men. He that ſeriouſly reſolves, and fincere- 
ly. endeavours, to obſerve what God and Nature re- 
quire in order to Mutual Quietneſs, hath done his 
part, Of his fide he is ready to embrace others on 
thoſe terms to which he is tied by Duty; to go as 
far to meet with them, as lawfully he may ; he enter- 
tains no dividing Principles; he 1s at peace with all 
the World, as far as in him lies. A man can do no 
more, and this is the Duty of the Text, Not aRually 
to have peace with every man, though never ſo un- 
reaſonable or unjuſt, that's impoſſible : But to be of 
this peaceable diſpoſition; to own and diſcharge thoſe 
Obligations which lie upon all Men, in order tro Mu- 
tual Agreement. 

And this makes the reſolution of the laſt Enquiry 
very plain and eafte: How far it lies in a Chriſtian to 
live peaceably with all Men? 

He cannot force them to what he would, nor to 

what they Mould 3 He may not part with God's Right, 
”n mans Right to comply with them: He can 
only do his Duty, and offer them peace upon the 
Terms of his obedience to the Laws of God, and the 


lawful Commands of his Superiors. 
| For 
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For thoſe Laws muſt not be infring'd to pleaſe Men, 
I may abridg iy ſelf of my Liberty, «nJ cven put up 
ſome Wrongs, and where I alone am concern'd, I 
ought to do ſo, in many Caſes : But where I am tied 
by a juſt Authority, I muſt not break the bonds of 
my Subjc@ion to pleaſe my Fellow SubjeQs; I may 
not any ways diſobey God to buy peace with Men. 

W here St. Paul ſaith, If it be poſſible, Ive peaceably 
with all Men, he means Morally pcihible. Poſſum 
quod jure poſſumus, Where we may without tranſ- 
orefſing our Duty, without prejudice to our Obliga- 
tions to God and man, there *tis. in our power, and 
we muſt do what we can to have Peace. 

Indeed that may not procure it, When we have 
done our beſt, aud all that Jawfully we may , ſtill 
D+vifions ard Quarrels may remain. The word Peace 
is a Relative, and implies a Mutual'Correſpondency 3 
that there arc fixt, and known, and ſtanding Terms in 
which Men of all Sides ſhould agree. $0 that where 
fo many are concern'd, one alone can no more make 
Peace and Union, than one ſingle Note of Mulick can 
make an*Harmony. 

But 'ris not our fault, if others will not comply with 
thoſe Laws of Mutual Agreement, preſcribed by Rea- 
ſon and R-ligion. Actual Peace 1s a Blefſling, and a great 
Felicity, bur not a Duty 5; 'tis too Divire an enjoy- 
ment for this ſtate of ImperfcCtion: Ir is rcſcrv'd to 
Crown our thirſt and purſuits after it. Here our 
Obligation is only to peaceabl: neſs; to be juſt and 
eady_to do good; to induce others what we can ta 
joyn with us in the M:thods and the Meaſures of 
Peace; to oppoſe and mortifie thoſe Inclinations in 
us, which are Selfiſh and Partial, and provoking to 
others, Thus to rule our Converſation, and to di- 
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ſpoſe our Hearts, is the Duty of the Text. And is as 
much as lies in a Chriſtian to do, that he may live 
peaceably with all men. 


Now theſe three Queries ſatisfied, and the Text thug 
far explained, we may ground upon what hath been 
ſaid, theſe three Propoſitions, to be briefly Stated and 
Diſcours'd upon, for the further preſſing of this Ex- 
hortation; to do as much as poſitbly we can, to live 
peaceably with all Men. 1. That Publick Laws are 
the true Terms of peace among(t Men. 2, That they 
are the peaceable Men who Maintata and Obey thoſe 
Laws. And, 3. That if the Laws command what is 
ſinful, there a good man mult ſuffer meekly, and (till 
preſerve Peace. - 

1. That Publick Laws are the Terms of peace amongſt 
Men. The Laws of Nature and of Nations among(t 
Mankind in general : and the Laws of each Kingdom 
amongſt the Subjects of it. And to this laſt I reſtrain 
my Diſcourſe. | 

Were there not publick ſtandards for Weights and 
Meaſures, the entercourſe of Trading would be Im- 
praQicable, and Extortions not to be prevented : And 
if the variable and inconſtant Wills of Men were not 
reſtrain'd and limited, Humane Society would of ne-. 
ceſlity be diſſolv'd, and all Order baniſhed out of the 
World. 

God Almighty himſelf in the Government of the 
Univerſe, appointed Laws according to which Nature 
moves. That there might bein that infinite variety of 
Creatures and Changes here below , fuch Rules and 
Uniformities, as that he ſhould not need do things by 
a particular Will; except in the caſe of Miracles : 


But leave the Material World under the guidance of 
C his 
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his own wiſe Conſtitutions, to go in ways Determi- 
rate and Conſtant, without uncertainty and without 
$Contulton. 

So bcfidcs Its own Appointment, we have alſo his 
own Example, that Laws and Preſcriptions are the 
beſt means of Peace, And cxpertence confirms the 
ſame, that if Men were not determin'd in their prin- 
cipal Concerns and Actions, their Paſhons and Appre- 
henltons being 1o uncertain, and oftentimes ſo oppo- 
"ſite, they would be in a worſe ſtate than the Brutes. 
Some muſt chute for others and confine their Freedom, 
otherwiſe Men would come upon the Stage of the 
World, like the oft-ſpring of tne Dragons Teeth, only 
to Fight and Dcltroy one another, 

I may not (it ſeems) take, nor do what I would, 
nor have mine own will; and I would not yield to my 
Neighbour in all things. Each of us would command, 
and hath the ſame claims and pretentions. Here then 
commenceth a Quarrel never to be decided, except a 
third Perſon, with power doth enterpoſe, and Judg, 
and determine betwixt us. This is the uſe of Laws 
and Magiſtrates. Single Perſons may be brought to 
agree in their ſubmiſſion to Authority, who for ever 
would be at odds among themſelves, were they lett to 
their liberty. 

And fo, tomake an Agreement, *tis not to give eve. 


ry man his own Humour; That's the very ground of 


all Diſſcntion : But to make them all yicld to a Com- 
mon Maſter, who ſhall be Umpire betwixt thew. God 
Almighty therefore made but -one Man at firit, that he 
might be Sovereign over all his Poſterity, as long as 
he lived; that from him the Elder of each Tribe, might 
be a Prince over all his Kindred ; and that no two 
Men might ever be found in the World, Free, and 

equal 
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equal Competitors, without a Superior to decide be- 
twixt them, Government is not the product of Ex- 
perience, and an after-invention of Mans Wit, upan 
a Pact and Covenant : but it is the expreſs and primary 
Inſtitution of God, by whom Mankind were bound 
to Obedience, by th:ir very coming into the World. 

Indeed, it there were no Laws, there would be no 
Tranſgreftion properly fo calied : but then, neither 
would there be any peace. Th: worſt, the ſ{trongelk, 
the mo(t violent, would ſoon Tyranmzc, for men left 
to themſelves will no more be juſt, than be of one 
mind. And the Dilpute is not really, whcther or no 
thcre muſt be Laws, but who (hall make them ? Moſt 
men wull claim that priviledg; ani that leads back to 
Confuſion, as much as having none at all. | 

So that I ſay, what is ſtated and already in force, 
muſt determine our Actions, and receive our Obedi- 
ence: except we would bring our Communities to 
the ſtate of the firſt Maiter, to be a Caos without 
form, 

That the ſtanding Laws under which we live, are 
the Principle and the Meaſure of our peace; that in 
them we may meet and reſt, when in our own Noti- 
ons and Inclinations we cannot , we have ( blctjed 
be God ) beſides other Reaſons, a fair Inſtance of it 
in the happy Change in the (tate of things, amongſt us, 
fince Laws have reſum'd their Vigour, and been more 
carefully put in Execution. Thoſe endleſs Fears, and 
Jealouſics:, and Complaints, ard endeavours for a 
Change, which fo much diſturbed the Nation, are in 
great meaſure queild: And men are returi'd more 
calmly to mind their own Bufiacſs, and, T hope, to 
ſerve God better, ſince Obedience to Government hath 
been more {tiiCl}y Exacted. 

C 2 This 


(12) 


This late Experiment, confirms ſtrongly what 1 
Plead for, and Demonſtrates clearly, that it is not by 
indulging to Peoples Humours, by Tolerations, and 
leaving the Bridle looſe upon their Necks, that they 
are to be united. If thoufands of Soldiers were to be 
brought to the ſame place, and to joyn in the ſame 
Defign, they are not to be Diſbanded. They would 
ſoon be diſpersd, and go (tragling about, were they 
left to their liberty : but if they are under Command, 
they are united in their Ways and Works, who never 
would be ſo, in their Choice, or their Opinions. 

We (ſee that where there are fewer things deter- 
mined by Law, and Men enjoy but the empty name 
of Republican Liberty, there 1s generally a (tanding 
armed Force to awe them into Subjection and Quiet- 
neſs. And we cannot but remember, that they that 
Buz'd it here, into Peoples Ears that they were Free- 
born, when they were got into Power, did keep it 
with the terror of the Sword, and allowed leave to 
none any ways to diſſent from them 3 well knowing, 
that had the People indeed been left to their Free- 
dom, their own dominion and booty would ſoon have 
been ſnatch'd out of their hands. / 

Men may Confederate to oppoſe Government, for 
that in its Diſſolution they hope for a Prey, and to 
Scramble for ſome ſhareof it : But they muſt be forc'd 
together into Peace and Oider; they never of them- 
ſelves conſpire into that. And if the preſent Laws 
were but Obeyed quietly, till others could be made 
by general Conlent, and all were Agreed : they would 
be as Firm and Unmoveable, as the Foundations of 
the Earth. 

If we would have peace, it muſt not be by living 
without Control, and having every one his Wil] : 
but 
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but by ſubmitting that Will to Authority, and yield- 
ing to the Wiſdom and Decrees of publick Conſtitu- 
tions. *'Tis not in the Enlarging of Peoples freedom, 
but in the Abridgment of it, in which conſiſts the 
nature and efſcnce of Peace. The Terms of it are 
Laws; Humane Laws for our Entercourſe one. with 
another, and many: of our outward Adtions: And 
where we are free trom theſe, the Laws of Chriſtian 
Prudence and Charity. Bound we are 1n every thing 
Bound even to make a right uſe of our Liberty : And 
'tis our Obedience either to God or man, that can alone 
keep us in Peace. 

This brings us to the Second thing I laid down as 
a Conſequent, of what was ſaid for the Explaining of 
the Text. That they are the true peaceable Men, who 
Maintain and Obey the Laws. 

'Tis not a demure Countenance, nor a grave and 
formal Deportment, nor yet ſpeaking ſoftly, nor pre- 
tending friendlinets+0 the World, that makes a man 
a Peace-maker, *Tis not the aſſuming fine Titles, nor 
the charging others with having Arbitrary Deſigns. 
Theſe things look plauſible, and may beguile ſome : 
but they are no eſtabliſhment for Peace. They rather 
unhinge what 1s Eſtabliſh'd ; they leave every pc<tu- 
lent Man to his own diſtin& Will, and his own diſtin 
Intereſt : And that's the ſpring of Wars and Confuli- 
ons. A man by Nature may be unactive, and ſeem 
very quiet; yet if he holds or abets Dividing Princi- 
ples, 1t he leſſens the Reverence of the Authority of 
Laws, he doth weaken the bonds of our Common 
Union, and he really diſturbs the Publick Peace. 

If we ſhould ſee Officers of Juſtice purſue a Cri- 
minal, break up Doors, and ranſack Houſes, whilſt 
the guilty Wretch lurks ſilent and without motion; 

it 
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if when he is taken, and they hale him before a Magi- 
ſtrate, we ſhould hear him declare how he deſires to 
b- quiet, if they would but Jct him alone; charge 
them with being Rude and Violent, and with diſtur- 
bing Pcrlons that meddle not with them ; This might 
be thought ſpecious enough, and the MalefaCtor out- 
wardly would appcar more liker a Man of peace, than 
thoſe that ſeize and arreſt him. Yet all this while "ris 
molt certain, that they are the Preſervers of the com- 
mon Tranquillity, and he the Dilturber of it, notwith- 
ſtanding tis ſoft Language. So that I ſay, 'Tis not 
the ou:ward fhew , nor the Complaints of ſuch as 
breesk the Laws : but the Diſpofitions and the Princi- 
ples of the Mind, that make good Mcn to. be truly 
peaceable, 

if a Chriſtian hath cnough of Humility, ard of 
Cods t:ar upon his Heart, to make him deny his own 
conccits and his own defires to ſubmit to Authority, 
and ſquare him{cl!, not by his own Humoar, but by 
that Rule which 1s preicribed to all, then he hath 1n 
him the true principles of Peact: And by his Obedi- 
ence, he joyns with his fellow Subjects in the ſame 
Laws and Orders, when perhaps, by his own Will 
and private Juagment, he might be at unity and peace 
with no Van. | 

And this gives us the Character, as of a peaceable, 
ſoft a moderate Man, truly fo called. That it is not 
he that halts burwixt two, and pretends ftricndikip to 
the L:w, and to the Tranſgreffors of it, and would 
not, oppole ror Giioblige any man, 1n vindication of 
h's Supzriors, nor eudanger himſelf to affert tie Ju- 
ſtice of their Cauſe, when it 1s like to be oppre(t, He 
that goeth halt way with the Government, to lhew 
hc 15 not fo ſtubborn as ſome, and then {tops and go- 
cl 
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eth no further, to ſhew he is not-ſo rigid and high- 
flown as others: He that complies ſo far with his Rule, 
as to hold as fair correſpondence with tke Contorm- 
ing Side 3 and fo far complies with thoſe that Dificnt, 
as to have their Friendlhip allo; ſuch a one is by ſome 
eſteem'd a quiet and moderate Man, who would bein 
neither Extreme. | 

But I fay, it appears clearly, that Moderation con- 
fiſts rather in Submitting our (elves to thoſe whom 
God hath placed over us. For the Lords ſake, and 
for Conſcience ſake, as the Scripture commands, to obey 
every Ordinance of Man : And in all things that are 
not again(t God, to yield meek]y to their Determinati- 
ONs. 

There is naturally ſo much of Pride in every Man, 
that he would be glad tobe uppermoſt. And who 
would not rather have his own Will, if he might 
-withaut Sin, than be over-rul'd by a Superior Com- 
mand? -I know net how 'tis with others, but for my 
part, I ſhould count it a fine thing to depend upon 
no Bedy, to do- what I liſt my felt: And ameongtt all 
the Rules and Preſcriptions ot Government, to pick 
and cl.uſe what 1 hke belt. 

But certainly there 1s more of Self.denyal and Node- 
ration, to at contrary perhaps to my own Wiſdom 
and D<lires, in yielding Reverence and Obedience to 
Laws and Magiltrates, and reſtraining my own Incit- 
nations to chuſe the Injunctions of my Governors {or 
the rule of my ARions. 

But that it ſhould be call'd Moderation, for a Sub- 
zet to Obey but by halves, and to do his Duty very 
untowardly'; to make it a matter of Commendation 
that a man hath no great regard to the Laws, nor no 
great afteftion to his Prince : To ſay that a Child is 
moderate 
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moderate in his concerns for his Parents, and in doing. 
what they bid him, this is an odd way of ſpeaking, 
That a man tranſported with paſſion when any ways 
injur'd; fierce and troubleſome before Humane Tri- 
bunals, for a few Pence of his: That ſuch a one ſhould 
be call'd Moderate, becauſe he cares not whether the 
Government links or ſwims, and he will not engage 
himſelf to vindicate and defend it; I ſay, this is an 
odd way of ſpeaking, and begets in the Minds of men 
a ſtrange notian of a Chriitian Vertue. 

It is in their private concerns, in bearing and for- 
bearing out of Charity to others, in ſhewing a con- 
tented Spirit, in receding from their Rights and their 
Opinions to buy peace : lt is in theſe, that good men 
may approve their Moderation. Submit your ſelves one to 
another, and be clothed with Humility. This ſubmitting 
our ſelves to our Equals, where no Law requires it, 
«1s indeed one part of Moderation : But then no doubt, 
the other is, Submiſſion to our Superiors. The ma- 
king our own Intereſt and our own Paſſions ſtoop to 
the Laws of thoſe Higher Powers under which we 
livez the appearing in defence of their Rights and 
their Perſons, and eſpouling their Quarrels with more 
Zeal than our own. This ſhews that a Man is con- 
cern'd for his Duty more than for his own Will : And 
this gives a much better account of the vertue of Mo- 
deration, than the being but coldly affe&ed towards 
our Governors, and the being partial and defc&tive in 
Our Obedience to their Laws. 

He certainly is the great Peace-maker, who by his 
Example and Perſuaſion, and Power and Intereſt in 
the World, brings. others as much as he can to the 
known and ſtanding terms of Publick peace ; That is, 
to comply with the Laws. A good Man that hath 
| | Prudence 
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Prudence and Temper may compoſe ſome little Diffe- 
rences in the Neighbourhood, and tis very well fo to 
do : But he prevents greater Miſchiefs, ard is a more 
publick BenefaCtor that endeavours to Unite a Nation, 
by bringing them to make the Laws, the Rule of their 
Actions. 

In order to make things even, and fit ro be joyned, 
'tis not to bend the Rule according to the Obliquity 
of each one, that would leave-them as they ate, as 
crooked and as unfit for Union : But 'tis the bending 
thethings themſelves, and bringing them to the ſtreight- 
neſs of the Rule. So the Laws which are the pub- 
lick meaſure of Actions, muſt not be made to yield to 
every one, Whoſe Will or Opinion makes him diſſent 
from themz that would make no Agreement nor no Set- 
tlement 3 that would leave all things looſe and uncer- 
tain, as contrary to each other, as mens Tempers or 
Notiohs are, Whereas making Men yield themſelves, 
and fit their Actions to the preſcript Rule, and ſo 
far deny their own Will as to order their outward de. 
portment by the publick Standard : That makes Uni- 
formity and Order, in things material and of publick 
Intereſt; and in others, Men mult govern theml(-lves 
by Diſcretion and Charity. 

A due regard indeed 1s to be had to our Brothers, 
to be tender and Compaſlionate towards them, to 
give them, and to forgive them of our own : But that 
*muſt not abate of our Obedience where it is due 
we muſt not rob our Rulers to give our Fellow-Sub- 
jects. 
| Suppoſe we for Example, that a Family be fo civi- 
ded, as that ſome of the Children riſc up agataſt the 
Parents; and whilſt they make them Contemprible, 
and raiſe loud Clamours againſt them, feek, as 1s uſual, 
tg 
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to propagate their Diſcontents, and to ingratiate 
themſclves with the reſt of the Family, by pleading 
the common Libertiesof all. What ſhall they do now, 
that are not engag'd in this undutitul Quarrel ? The 
reſt of the Brothers that are willing to be ſubje& to 
Paternal power, muſt they excuſe or favour this Mu- 
tiny 2 or remain indifferent out of Moderation and 
Brotherly Kindneſs? No, doubtleſs. In other Caſes 
they might be neuter, or offer to arbitrate the Di- 
ſpute: But here, God and Nature have engag'd them 
on their Parents (ide ; they are to maintain their pow- 
cr, and by all lawful means, to reduce their unduti- 
ful Brothers to the ſame Obedience. They are freely 
to blame their proceedings, and to ſhew them the ini- 
quity of the miſchief of them, 

What uſage muſt we expedt from our Fellow-Ser. 
vants, ſhould they ſhake off the yoke and become Ma- 
ſters, when we ſee them contend againſt their Gover- 
nors, and refuſe to yield where their Duty requires 
it? If they have ſo much of Pride, or ſtubborn ill 
Nature, as not to bend their Will, and fubmit their 
Humour to that Authority God hath plac'd over them, 
chey maſt be lookt upon as common Enemies, and the 
Diſturbers of the Peace. Undutiful Children muſt be 
plainly told ſo, even by their Brothers, be they never 
to kind, where ſuch Contentions do ariſe, 

And this is a more likely means to make up the 
breach of a Family, than to hold in ſome things with 
one, and in ſome things with the other, and ſo per- 
petuate the Quarre], out of tenderneſs not to diſoblige 
either fide. Union can only be had by the Concent- 
ring of many different Wills into. ſubjeQtion to one, 
whom God hath ſet above the reſt, Then if the Chil- 
dren fall out among themſelves, the Father m_— 
tne 
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the matter : But if any of them fall out with him, 
who ſhall judg betwixt them? Nothing remains but 
Confulion, where the means and bonds of Order are 
rejected. | 

And ſo clearly he is the peaceable Man, and the 
true Peace-maker, not that holds in ſome things for 
Obedience, and in ſome thing for the Diſobedient : 
But he that Conforms himſelf to the Laws, and al- 
ſerts their Authority 3 ſubdues his own Spirit to the 
Determinations of his Governors, and doth what he 
-can, bring others to the ſame Submiſtion;z that there 
may be one common Rule for all, which is that which 
we call Order and Unity. 

But then Thirdly, What ſhall they do that cannot 
comply with ſome Laws, not becauſe their Will or 
their Intereſt is againſt them, but becauſe their Per- 
ſuaſions are not ſatisfied, and they have ObjeGions 
and Scruples unremoved ? Muſt they a againſt their 
Conſcience, and Obey where they firmly believe they 
ought not to do it? No, by no means. They mult 
ſuffer meekly what the SanCtion inflicts, 

' This is my laſt Propofition, and a thing abſolute- 
ly requiſite in order to publick Peace. That where 
the Laws cnjoyn what is Sinful, there a good Man 
without breaking or endangering the common Tran- 
quillity, muſt Submit himſclt to the Puniſhment, 

Bleſſed be God, this is far from - our Caſe. The 
very ſtating ſuch Suppolitions, implies ſomething of 
[ngratitude againſt God, and the juſt and eafie Go- 
vernment of our Gracious Sovereign: But I ſpeak 
'it only to prevent the ObjcGion of ſuch of our Fel- 
low-Subjetts as complain and are uneaſte, and wou!'d 


infinuate that this 1s our Cale. 
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I ſay then, IF it be clear and evident to a Man, 
that the Declarations of Humane Authority are a- 
gainſt ſome plain and expreſs Commandment of God, 
there he muſt chuſe God's Will rather than Man's : 
And yet ſubmit to that Power God hath Ordained 
over him. The ſame Conſcience, the ſame Duty to 
God, requires his patient Subjection, and that he 
ſhould never. reſiſt: as that he ſhould tranſgreſs an 

impious humane Injunion: As Daniel 

Da. 6. 10. did; and the Apoſtles; and all they that 

Afs 4+ 1% have endured Perſecution for Righte- 

ouſneſs. That 1s, he muſt Suffer for 
W-ll-doing 3 and thus ſtil] remain dutiful to God and 
to his Prince, 

This is not in the caſe of Doubts, much leſs of Ig- 
norance, where Men ſometimes entertain Averlions 
and Diſlikes, and know not for why, Nor yet in 
the caſe of Wiſdom or Expediency, where a Man 
might cenſure the publick Conſtitutions as inconve- 
nient , and fancy he could appoint better. Though 
many upon theſe accounts are forward enough to 
be FaCtious and Clamorous, yet few will be willing 
to Suffer peaceably. It mult be where we cannot 
obey Humane Laws without diſobedience to God : 
Then for” Conſcience towards God, to endure Grief 
ſuffering wrongfully, this is a good proof that a 
Man-is truly perſuaded he cannot Conform without 
Sin 3 This is highly acceptable to God, and he will 
reward it. And however, this Patience and Reſig- 
nation of him that Suffers, preſerves the peace of 
the Community : and no doubt, doth alſo preſerve the 
peace of his own Mind. 

The Conditions of Peace and War, are the 
higheſt Prerogatives of Kings and Supreme* Vagi- 
ſtrates, 
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ſtrates. They may appoint the common Terms of 
Union and Agreement for a whole Nation, and by 
what Rules Men ſhall Govern themſelves : But a 
private Perſon judgeth for none but for himſelf 
only. So that when he Ditſents from the Laws 
Eſtabliſh'd, he may not by Noiſe and Complaints 
make Parties againſt them, nor excite Diſcontents, 
nor Reſiſtance againſt thoſe Higher Powers that have 
Impos'd them. That would be to make his private 
Judgment ſuperior to that of publick Authority. 
That would put 1t in the power of every one that 
pretends Conſcience for not Obeying, to null Laws, 
and to be very troubleſome. 

A Man mult take great care that his Conſcience 
be well inform'd, and always guided by God's Will: 
And then in following of it, when it leads him a- 
oainſt publick Decrees, he muſt do it with ſo much 
Humility, and ſo much Meckneſs, that it may plain- 
ly appear it 1s upon God's. account, he difo- 
beys and Suffers patiently ; he muſt Conform and 
Comply , as far as ever he can, without ſinning a- 
oainſt God; and he muſt be paſſive where he may 
not proceed further. For ftill he is but a Subject, 
who muſt be over-ruld by the Will of his Supe- 
riors; {till the Government remains in full Force, 
and he is bound to preſerve Peace, and therefore 
paſſively to Submit himſelf to the Laws, which are 
the known and fixt Meaſures and Conditions of 
It. 

Saint Paul here and elſewhere, recommending peace 
with all Men, intended not to bind Chriltians to 
obſerve all the Laws of the Rowan Empire, of which 
ſome were againſt Chriſtianity, and others for Ido- 


latry : He rather oblig'd them to meck and patient 
Sub- 
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Subjedtion,, to undergo the Infllictions of thoſe evil 
Laws, without diſturbance to the Commonwealth. 
That they ſhould not be provoked to any Rebel- 
lion or Undutifulneſs againſt their Governors, by 
their grievous Sufferings : but ſtill for Conſcience 
Gke, to bear what Laws and Providence had im- 
pos'd upon them; and {ti]] to be faithful and peace- 

able Subjects. 
There are no other Terms of peace with Magi- 
ſtrates, but either to obey the Laws, or to undergo 
the penalty of their Tranſgrefſion: So that where 
their duty to God kept them from Acive Obedi- 
ence, there the Apoſtle would have them fo to dif- 
ſent from their Rulers, as not to trouble the Or-' 
der and the Tranquillity of the place where they 
Livd. That 1s, as he tells them plainly 
Rom, 13- 1n the following Chapter, abſolutely to be 
Subje&t, and never to Reſiſt, under the pain 
of Damnation, That they might be acquitted from 
any S$tubbornneſs, or Pride, or Rebellious Principles, 
by their free Obedience in all that was lawful ; 
ad their humble patience under all ſinful InjunQi- 
ons. By this 'twas to be manifeſt, that they were 
diſpoſed to render every Man his due; to give Ce- 
far the things that were Ceſar's; to be Friends to all 
Men , and to live peaceably with them, as long as 

it engaged them in no Rebellion againſt God. 
Anſwerable to this, was ever the Behaviour of 
Primitive Chriſtians, under thoſe tedious and cruel 
Perſecutions they endur'd for Three Hundred Years, 
And had the Temper and Principles of ſuch as pre- 
tend to be the beſt of Chriſtians, in theſe latter 
Times, been the ſame; we ſhould have had more 
peace. And thoſe Excellent Laws under which we 
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Live, and which oblige us, to Fear and Worſhip 
God, and to Honour the King, and to be Juſt and 
Charitable to all Men; theſe would have been bet- 
ter obey 'd. 

I wonder for my part, how they can ſo dclude 
the People, as to get the names of Godly, and 
good Patriots, who under ſuch an equitable and 

gracious Government as is here Eſtabliſh'd, yet are 
Diſcontented, and Reſtleſs, and Clamorous, and al- 
ways diſſatisfied with publick Conſtitutions : And 
very bulie, ſometimes very fierce againſt thoſe Laws 
which keep us in peace, and make us very happy, if 
we knew our own Happineſs. When . beitdes our 
preſent Intereſt, our whole Religion, the very Spirit | 
of Chriftianity is fo directly contrary to all Murmur- 
wg, and Faction, and Unpeaceableneſs, 'tis very 
ſtrange they ſhould take ſuch good Names, that do 
things ſo ill, and fo very miſchievous. 

But no more can be done from this place, than 
to ſhew People their Duty. That the Laws are 
the Meaſure of our publick Peace, and the Founda- 
tion of it. That they are moſt peaceable who 
make thoſe Laws, in things lawful, the Rules of 
their Actions; and who by their Power and their 
Intereſt in the World , maintain their juſt Authori- 
ty. And that if a good Man ſhould live under 
ſuch wicked Laws, as ſhould be contrary to his 
Chriſtian Duty, there he muſt be patient, and ſuf- 
fer for his Allegiance to God : expecting a reward 
from him that hath bound him to be Subject : (till 
preſerving the Reverence and Submiſſion due to his 
Governors; and ſhewing himſelf deſirous of peace, 
and ready to embrace it upon any terms-that are not 
an offence againſt God, | 
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In theſe a Man muſt ſhew his peaceable Diſpoſi- 
tion, if he be really a profeſſor of the Goſpel of 
Peace : As alſo in receding trom his Right in leſſer 
matters; in making allowance for Humane Infirmi- 
tics, in being Gentle and Charitable, as well as Juſt 
to every Man. —_ 

Theſe are apt to win Men, anc to prevent or com- 
poſe Contentions : Or however, pubiick Peace, which 
may be called Peace with all Men, is ſccured by 
yielding to Authority , and being ſubject to thoſe 
Laws, which are the common Bonds and ſtanding 
Conditions of peace. 

As certainly, Chriſtians, as that we muſt one day 
give an account for what we do here upon Earth, 
_ be one of the great Enquiries, when we ſhall 
all appear before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, and 
there receive according to our Works, whether or 
no we preſerved that Order and Subordination which 
God appointed among(t Men; whether we mov'd in 
our own Spheres, and minded the proper Duties of our 
ſeveral places: And ſad will be their Doom that 
were here Contentious, and causd Murmurings and 
Confuſions in the World. 

There all ſuch workers of Iniquity, who by their 
power or Hypocriſie eſcaped here the hands of Ja- 
{tice , ſhall meet with a ſevere Vengeance; and 
have their portion for ever, with thoſe proud and 
rebellious Spirits who would not be content with 
that ſtation, wherein God had plac'd them. None 
but Meek and .Juſt, Loyal and Peaceable Men, ſhall 
be numbred among the Saints of God , and enjoy 
for ever that Reſt he hath prepared for his People. 

We are all going to the Grave, where we muſt 
be quiet. After all the Buſtle and Hurry, and Cla- 
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murs and Contentions of this World, we muſt dwelf 
in Silerice, and one by one go to receive that Tr- 
reverſible Sentence, upon which depends an eterni- 
ty of Blifs or Miſery. Let us then-becalm our Paſ- 
10ns; - and compoſe our Spirits; and by Lowline(s 
and Humility, and Obedience to God, and Subjettion 
to thoſe that Reign by him, ſecure a laſting peace to 
our Immortal Souls. 

Fear and Terrors ſeize upon evil Minds ; There s 
is mo peace to the Wicked They that diſturb the 
World, and are miſchievous to Mankind, are them- 
felves like the troubled Sea when it cannot reſt, 
they hve in a perpetual Storm, Where Envying and 
Strife is, there is Conſuſjon, and every evil Work, 
But blefſed be the Peace-makers, for they are the 
Children of God 3 Peace and Felicity ſhall be their 


portion for ever. 


There is no need I ſhould Tire you further, with 
laying before you the many Obligations which Na- 
ture, and Reaſon, and Religion, have laid upon us, 
thus to endeavour after Peace? Any how much our 
proſperity in this World, and our happineſs in the 
next, are concern'd in this our Duty. We cannot 
look into our Conſciences, nor into our Bibles, but 
we find declarations of this. Woe all know it to 
be true; I pray God we may find it ſeriouſly, and 
pradtiſe accordingly. That he that came to teach 
us to deny our ſclves, to mortifie our Pride, and 
our ſtubborn Humours, and fo make a Reconcilia- 
tion betwixt God and us, .and U:'te us. together ; 
that he may now ſo guide our Feet. imo the ways 


of Peace, that we- may here cnjoy that bleſled 
E.. Legacy 
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Legacy he left his Servants; as an earneſt of that 
Eternal peace which makes the Bliſs of Saints a- 
bove, and the earneſt defire and endeavour of good 
Men here below; Amer, Peace upon Earth, Glory to 
God on High. 


